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A Memorable Root-Seeking Trip
Hui’ann, Fujian of China

n 12 June 2011, 32 participants of the 2011 Summer

Camp Educational Programme to China organized by
Singapore Hui Ann Association gathered at Changi
International Airport to embark on our 6 days
root-seeking trip. It was a pleasant surprise for many of us
when we checked into West-Gulf Resort Hotel - a
beautiful five star hotel nestled in tranquility by
the seaside of Chongwu(5=2 &)

The next morning, we kicked off our root-seeking
adventure. We visited Chong Wu Secondary School, where
we learned Chinese calligraphy, chess and history of
Hui'an(88%2) and China. Although the school building is
rather old and run-down, with paint peeling off its walls,
it has rich historical collections such as Hui‘an women's
unique clothing, paintings and stone sculptures. | learned
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By Tan Jin Tao

about the lives of our
ancestors as | walked through
the historical trail of Hui'an.
We also toured Kai Cheng Vocational Institute and He
Shan Secondary School which were set up and funded by
fellow Hui'ann clans men of Singapore.

On the third day, we went for a tour around Quangang (5
7). We were given the great opportunity to visit the port,
the power plant and the oil refinery. We also visited a salt
field and were briefed on its processes. Some of these
places are usually out of access to tourists.

On our way to Quanzhou((R /M), we visited the ancient
Chongwu Ancient City(52 3 &13). The city has a history
of more than 600 years and it is a special tourist attraction

e

which gathers costal scenery, historical relics and folk
custom together. We then adjourned to the historical
Kaiyuan Temple(FFJT3F) at Quanzhou. The temple was
built in AD 686, during the reign of Empress Wu Zetian
(FIWK) and carries special artistic features of the Tang
(&), the Song(5R), the Ming(Rf)and the Qing(;%)
dynasties.

Before leaving for Singapore, we visited
| a number of museums to know more
about the life of our ancestors. The
most memorable among them was the
Tan Kah Kee Memorial museum at
Jimei(5£3%). Various exhibits on display
detailed the life of Mr Tan Kah Kee, who
left his home town in Jimei(££3E)
village and travelled to Singapore to
work in his father's rice company. The
company was debt-ridden and
eventually wound up due to poor
management. Mr Tan Kah Kee then
ventured into rubber and pineapple
plantation business to repay his father's debt even though
he was not obligated to do so. He founded many schools in
China and Singapore. The most prestigious of them in

Singapore is Hwa Chong Institution, formerly known as
The Chinese High School. He also founded Ai Tong Primary
School. | find the life story of this great man inspiring and
his fortitude worth emulating. From the exhibits, we
learned about the many contributions of great
philanthropists such as Mr Tan Kah Kee, Mr Lee Kong
Chian and Mr Tan Lark Sye.

| returned to Singapore with a better insight of the lives of
our forefathers and their homelands. | really enjoyed the
trip and am thankful to Singapore Hui Ann Association for
bringing us such an enriching experience!
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